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organisation grants to
activists around the
world — Jose has
found recognition after
two decades of selfless
work.
_Bom In Eincorto a
family that has for generations de-
rived its fivelihood from the Periyar,
Jose was moved enough by the
plight of the river to take up its -
preservation as a full-time job. In
Jose's lifetime, the river fall under
severs threéat from chemical facto-
ries that dot its banis. Now, as the
Fiver Keeper of the Paryar, it is
Jose's responsibility o safeguard
the river from further degradation.
In & sense, this is nothing new
for Josa, whio has spent years
raising awareness about the state
of the river. But Greenpeace has
boosted his crusade by training
him at the People's Science
Institute, Dehradun, and equipping
him with a boat that allows him to
monitor the river and callect data,
which he passes on to the Kerala
‘While Jose s optimistic that
more is possible in the future, his
passion and hurt at the state of
the river he loves, Is evidant.
"When | was a child, the Periyar
was baautiful. | still love her, but
now she's like a coffin that has to
be painted to look beautiful®, says

SAVING THE PERIYAR: Jose

Josa. "All that remains today,
resembles a dead body; with the
soul gone forever,”

In a typlcal week, Jose will steer
his boat across the Periyar, take
samples of water, use his mobile
laboratory 10 analyse its quality,
hold meetings with local youth,
give interviews to the media, write
letters to the Pollution Control
Board and industry, and
investigate reparts of clandestine
dumping of efffuents.

His involvarment with
Greenpeace now ensures that he
has their logistical and
organisational help; that he is no
longer alone. Recently,
Gresnpeace polied pecple from
Eloor about the Periyar. As a
follow-up, it organised a *Meet the
Candidates” event, where the
people quizzed candidates
standing for elections on their
commitment to the river. After the
event, the sitting MP from
Emakulam, Dr Sebastian Paul,
pledged his commitment to the
Feriyar and aven revised his
manifesto to reflect this stand.

Jose's work never
ceases, and is
occasionally overtaken
by a crisls. A fire at the
Hindustan Insecticides
Ltct's plant at Einoor,
on July 6, put at risk -
tha lives of not just the
employees, but also of
the 30,000 residants of
Elnoor. Jose and
Greenpeace have bean
trenchant in thedr
criticism of tha
authonties, and have
demanded a probe into
the incident. "Thisis a
dark day for the work-
ers, and communities
of Eloor, whosa lives
are blighted by expo-
sure 1o toxic poliution caused by
the industries hara. The HiL acci-
dent is the final nail in the coffin.
We will no longer lolerate this,” as-
serls Jose.

Although the Pertyar remains his
cause celebre, Jose's commitment
to the emvironmeant, and his suc-
cess as the River Keaper allow

and deaf ears, Jose remains -
unshaken in his faith, bul realistic
in his outiook. "We need
industries,” Jose agrees. "No
nation, especially a developing
country like ours, can do without
need to learn to co-exist with the
environment they operats in,”
Namrata




